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43 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

The analysis of the potential impacts of the proposed Palmwood SP project related to biological
resources is based in part on the following:

Camprehensive General Plan for the City of Desert Hot Springs (2000)

EIR for the City of Desert Hot Springs Comprehensive General Plan (2000)

State CEQA Guidelines (Revised 2005)

Biglogical Assessment and Impact Anolysis of the Proposed Palmwood Project (James W,

Comctt Ecological Consultants, January 2006)

5 Drapt Final Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan, Coachella Valley
Mountain Conservancy (November 2005 (available at hup:/www.cvinshep.or.)

6. (Draft) Jurisdictional Delineation Map, Vandermost Consultin g Services, Inc. (Revised
August 24, 2005)

7. Palpwood Specific Plan (December 2006)

LR

Copies of references 1, 2, 3, § and 7 are on file and available for review at the City of Desert Hot
Springs. A copy of rcference 4 is provided in Appendix E, Reference 6 is reproduced in this Chapter.

Note: The Outpareels project is discussed in paralfel in this section, to the degree information is
available. The Omtparcels project will require separate biological review at the project level when
individual projects area proposed.

Y 4.3.1 Existing Setting

4.3.1.1 Overview of the Project Site

The project area is in a geographical region known as the Colorado Desert, a subdivision of the
Sonoran Desert. Annual rainfall in this subdivision averages approximately five inches. Most
precipitation falls during winter and spring with occasional summer thundershowers that sccount for
approximately one-fourth of the annual total rainfall. Winter days ace mild, averaging 70 degress F.
Winter nights oeoasionally drop 10 near freezing. The month of J uly brings the hottest temperatures,
with daytime highs averaging 107 depress F,

The project site encompasses hillsides, canyons, washes, and a bajada (a wide apron of rock and
debris that forms where many alluvial fans coalesce) emanating from the Litile San Bemardino
Mountains to the nosth, Hillsides and ravines provide topographic relief on the Palmwood SP project
site. The majority of the project site is relatively flat and genty sloping from the northwest to the
southeast. Soils on the project site are characterized as stony on the hillsides and sandy and
compacled on the bajada and flatiands,

The highest point on the project site is 2,640 feet above sea level (asl), in the northern part of Section
9. The project site slopes to the southeast dropping to a low point of approximately 1,400 feet asl.
Figure 4.3-1 shows the topography of Palmwood S¥ and Ontparcels project site.
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Relatively undisturbed desert mountain and canyon habitat constitute the northern, eastern and parts
of the western boundaries of the Palmwood SP project site. Outside the project site, scattered
residential-uses gites are adjacent to the southern part of the western boundary, Moderately disturbed.
desert flatlands occur along the southem boundary of the project site.

Three paved roads pass through the Palmwood SP project site. SR+62, a divided Stalc expressway,
traverses the western third of the site. Indian Avenue, an often-busy local road, passes through the
souther third of the site. Worsley Rond, a less-traveled roadway (the original Twentynine Paims
Highway) joins Indian Avenue in the southwest third of the site, These roads are shown on Figure
4,344,

The Colotado River Aqueduct (CRA) runs untderground through the southem third of the project site.
An underground nataral gas pipeline runs through the center of the project site, According to the
Biological Resources Assessrient, off-road vehicle use has damaged approximately 4% of the site,
The darmage is most severc in Big Morongo Canyon and Wash. Recently, portions of the property
have been fenced to reduce such damage,

Three primary unpaved roads raverse the Palmwood SP project site, The first parallels the CRA and
traverses most of the southern third of Section 15, The second leads into Big Morongo Canyon from
Indian Avenue north beyond the site boundary. The third runs from SR- 62 west toward Mission
Creck Canyon. There are several other unpaved roads on the project site that connect to the paved or
these primary unpaved roads. (Refer to the asrial photograph provided earlier in Figure 3.2-1 and (o
the project topography in Figure 4.3.1).

Tllegal dumping has impacted approximately 2% of the project site surface area. Most of the dumping
is concentrated in Big Morongo Canyon Wash and includes discarded major appliances.

Hunting and target practice have occurred on most of the flatfand and in Big Morongo and Midway
Canyons on the project site. Shell casings are' common over much of the project site.

As discussed in detail in the technical study in Appendix E, the Palmwood SP project sitc was
surveyed for the presence of sensitive plants and animals during the appropriate seasons, as well as
other specics that the biologists determined had a potential to be i the area. The findings of that
survey and other research regarding the potential for sensitive species to occur on the project site are
provided in the following scctions. Table 4.3-A summarizes the results of the surveys for sensitive

species.
In addition, information from the Draft Final CYMSHCP is incorporated where appropriate.

43,12 Vegetation

According to the Biological Resowrces Report in Appendix E, two plant associations or communities
are found on project sile: Sonoran Creosote Bush Scrub and Mojave Desert Wash Semb. The
CVMSHCP idemifies three different Natural Communities: Mojave Mixed Woody Scrub in the
hillside areas, Sonoran Mixed Woody and Succulent Scrub in the flatter areas and Desert Dry Wash
Woodland. The differences in nomenclature and delineation reflect the differences in biological
opinion. Mr, Cornett's nomenclature is used in this discussion. The project vegetation mayp is shown
in Figure 4.3-2. ;
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Sonoran Creosote Bush Scrub is represented on the project site by the ereosote bush (Larrea
tridentata), burrobush (Ambrosia dumosa), encelia (Encelia farinosa), and California daica
(Psorothamnus arborescens). The hillsides and flatlands on the project site are dominated by these

species,

Majave Desert Wash Scrub is represented on the project site by desert willow (Chilopsis linearis),
cal's claw acacia (Acocia greggii) and desert tea (Ephedra californica). This community is present in
Dry Morongo and Big Mororgo washes and is thinly developed in Midway and other canyons and
washes on the project site,

4.3.13 Sensitive Plant Species

The Inventory of Rare and Endangered Vascular Plants of California (Californiz Native Plant Society
(CNPS) 2001), the California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) Speciol Plant List (2004) and
the Endangered, Threatened, and Rare Plants of California (2004) list thirteen sensiftive plant spcc:es
that conceivably could ocour on the project site, Only one of these, the triple-ribbed milk-veich, is
officially listed and has appropriate babitat on the Palmwood SP and Qutparcels project site,
However, is shown on Table 4.3-A, no individuals of the species were found during two yesrs of
surveys. The Lintle San Bernardino Mountaing linanthus has been classified as rane by the California
Native Plant Society (CNPS). This plant was found in two locations on the project site, as listed in
Table 4.3-A and shown in Figure 4.3-3, According to the reports in Appendix E, on-site surveys were
conductod during the appropriate season for all plant species,

Table 4.3-A: Sensitive Plant Species on the Palmwood SP Project Site

Survey Results

Triple-ribbed milkvetch Federaliy cndangemd, target Not found
species of CVMSHCP
Corchella Valley milkvetch Federally endangered; target Not found; no suitable habitat
species of CVMSHCP '
Flat-seeded spwrge Considered rare by the California | Not found; no suitable habitat
. Native Plant Society (CNPS)
Littlc San Bemardino finanthus Considered rare by the CNPS, Found in two locations
target species of CVMSHCP
Ribbed cryptantha Convidered rare by the CNPS Not fonnd: o suitable habitat
Winged cryptantha Considered pare by the CNPS Not found
California ditaxis Congidered rare by the CNPS Not found
Foxtail eactus Considored rare by the CNPS Not found
Spearleaf Constdered rare by the CNPS Not found
Slender-lobed four o'clock Considered rarc by the CNPS Not found
Thurber's beardiongue Congidered rare by the CNPS Not found
Thurbers pilostyles Comnsidared rare by the CNPS Not found
Cove’s cassia Considered rare by the CNPS Net fornd

4-14
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Triple Ribbed Milkvetch (Not Found)

The triple-ribbed milkveich is the only listed (endangered) species with appropriate habitat on the
project site, but on-site surveys, conducted during the spring, did not locaie the species, The
CVMSHCP also identifies the project site as habitat for the triple-ribbed milkvetch, along the stream
bed corridors. Given the failure to find the species during the site surveys, this species will be
agseumed not preseat.

Coachella Valley Milkvetch (Not Found/No Switable Habitat)
The Coachella Valley Milkvetch (endangered) was not found during the focused plant studies or
general biology surveys. According to the Biological Assessment, the project gite is not svitable
habitat.

Little San Bernardine Mountains Linanthus

The only special swtus plant species found on the site during site surveys was the Little San
Bemardino linanthus dinanthus), which is considered xare by the CNPS and was a target species of
the CYMSHCP. The linanthus is also known as the Luttle San Bemnardino Mountains gilta, The
linanthus i5 a target species because, according to USFWS personnel in a meeting with the EIR
avthors (Apeil 2006), linanthus may become a listed species during the 75-year life of the proposed
CVMSHCP, There is no current proposal ta change the states of linanthis,

According to the CYMSHCP, linanthus is a tiny endemic plant species that is found in a restricted
range. Inside the CVMSHCP Plan boundary, the plant has been sighted at these locations:

« The Little San Bernardino Mountaing near Desert Hot Springs

»  Mission Creck Canyon across SR-62 to Dry Morongo Wash and Big Morongo Canyon

=  Near the mouth of Dry Morongo Canyon in the nosthwestern portion of the Couchella Valley,
=  Whitewater River Canyon in the eastern San Bemardine Monntains

» Rattlcsnake Canyon on the north side of the San Bernardine Mowmtains,

Qutside the CYMSHCP Plan boundary, the plant his been sighted in these Iocations:

«  Along washes at the norther edge of Joshna Tree National Park (the most extensive identified
locations)

= Near the citics of Joshua Tree, Yucta Valley and Twentynine Palms,

According to the CVMSHCP, it seems likely that additiona! populations of this species may ocour in
the arca of approximately 22 miles between Rattlesnake Canyon and Yucca Valley,

The gize and ephemeral habits of the linanthus have made it difficult to €ind, so it is little collected
and studied. This tiny desert annual was first deseribed by Parish in 1892 from = collection at "Agua
Calicniie™ (Palm Springs) in 1889; the location of this collection was described as just west of the hot
springs in Palm Springs. The next coflection was at Joshua Tree in 1924, Linanthus was liftle known
until Patterson (1989) described its preferred habitat more exactly. More records have been reported
in the last five 1o ten years.

The preferred habitat of the linanthus is in loose, soft, sandy soils on low benches along washes,
generally where the substrate shows some evidence of water flow. It seems to occur in areas where
few or no competing species are found, with little shrub or trec cover in the immediate vicinity, in
sand that is loose and well-acrated, soft and unconsolidated (Sanders 1999). The lrown locations

4-16



05/29/2007 15:38 FAX 825 975 3330 BINGHAX McCUTCHEN Zo25/048

Lis ASLO0TATRE, (NU, FINAL IMVIRONMINTAL IMPACT RAFDLT
RESEMATRIIRE FALMWOOD oy AWD QUTFALCEL2
4,8 BNVIRORMANTAL RYALUATION

within the CYMSHCP areq are on the margins of washes on shallow sandy benches, not on areas
whete a hard surface layer occurs, and not on loose blowsand, away from washes (emphasis added).
It is associnted with crecosote bush serub, but avoids growing in the shadow of other plants, The
elevation range of the specics is from 500 to 4000 feet

Little is known of the life history of this species. Its pollinators, germination requirements, seed
longevity, and population parameters have not been described. The flower form and color are
indicative of insect pollination but no information on pollination ecology is available. The plants are
very small, generally reaching a height of only 0.8 fo 1.2 inches. They have a slender, linlesbranched
taproot that may extead over 3 inches into the sand, probably allowing the plants to tap subsirface
supplics of moisture and thue avoid aunospheric drying. Nevertheless, linanthus is very ephemeral.

No comprehensive population estimates have been made, but records for the species give an idea of
the size of the known populations. In Dry Morongo Canyon Helmkamp (in Sanders 1999) reported a
few hundred plants in 1995 but only six in 1996, Another largs population was reported at the mouth
of Big Morongo Creek in 1996. Populations in the Whitewater River arsa havs been reported in the
range of 200 individuals. In Mission Creek wash ¢ast of Worsley Road, Helmkamp reporied g single .
populzation of more than 2,000 plants in 1992, Populations appear to vary with environmental
conditions in a given year, Surveys conducted for this project by Comett in 2004 and 2005 found a
more limited population, as shown in Table 4.3-A. These reported linanthus population locations are
shown m Figure 4.3-4.

The linanthns populations identified in the Cornett surveys and other references are located within or
immediately adjacent to the streambeds that traverse the project site. This conflicts to some degree
with the CVMSHCP which shows Linanthus habitat over a wide range of the site, There is no
regularly identified mitigation for impacts to linanthus.

In summary, the only sensitive plant found on the site during the surveys was the Linanthus, a species
that is congidered rare by CNPS and is a target species of the CVMSHCP, has no special status with
State and federal regulators, but may become listed during the next 75 years. However, CEQA gives
special consideration to species considered to be rare.

Please rcfer to the mitigation section below for a discussion of ptoposed mitigation measures.
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4.3.1.4 Sensitive Animals )

Twelve species of sensitive animal species that conceivably could occur on the Palmwood SP project
site were identified. Of these, the Coachella Valley Fringe-toed lizard and desert tortoise (Goperhus
agassizi) are officially listed as threatened or endangered by both State and federal agencies.

Table 4,3-B: Sensitive Animals Potentially on the Palmwood Site

iRl

CDFG Special Animals List

R et 1T

! foun; o suitnblebatat

Cul Vn mt sand

treader cricket

Coachella Valley Jerusslem cricket | CDFG Special Animals List Not found; o suitable habitat

Casey's June bectle USFWS Specicy of Concern (88C) | Not found; no suitablc habitat

Desert tortoise Federally and State threatened; Not found: two shell fragmentsina-
target species of CYMSHCP woodrat nest

Conchella Valley fringe-toed fizard | Federally and State Threatened Not found; no suitable habitat

Flat-tajled homed lizard State atd Federal 85C . Not foumd; no suitable habitat

Burrowing owl State SSC; target species of Found on the project site
CVMSHCP ,

Loggerhead shrike Slate S3C; target species of Found on the project site
CVYMSHCP

LeConte’s thrasher State S3C; Largel spevies of Found on the project site.
CVMSHCP

Coachella Vallcy ground squirrel | Fedcral Candidate for listing ; Found on the project site
targst spacies of CVMSHCP

Palm Springs pocket mounss USEWS S8C; target species of Found on the project site
CVMSHCP

Nelson’s Big Hom sheep State fully protected animal Found on the project site

Source; Biological Astossment and liapact Analysis of the Propused Palmwood Residential Project (Ecological Constltants,

May 15, 2005),

The Palmwood SP project site is ouwside the required mitigation fee uren for the threatened Coachella
Valley fringe-toed lizard. The special status animel species potentially present on the project site
mclude (species actually found during the surveys are marked with an §*]); '

e  Dasert tortoise

« Burrowing owl| (%)

« Loggerhead shrike (*) ,

s Le Conte's thrasher (*)

« Coachella Valley ground squirrel (*)

=  Palt Springs pocket mouse (%)

» Nelson's Big Hom sheep (*)

419
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According to Mr, Cornett, a concened effort was made to locate signs of the listed desert tortoise
during field surveys of the Palmwood SP project ag well as the Ousparcals site, However, the only
evidence of the desert tortoise on the project site consisted of two shell fragments in a woodrat nest.
According to Mr. Comelt’s surveys, no active burrows were encountered and no tortoises were
observed. Populations of this species are known 10 ocour west and east of the project site, 50 the
desert tortoisc once may have occupied the project site but has been extirpated; the apparent absence
of the tortoise today muay reflect concentrated human impact to the site resulting from off-road vehicle
use, hunting, target practice, illegal dumping and the construction of pipeline corridors, Additionally,
paved and dirt roads, and the proximity of existing residential uses immediately east of the Palmwood
SP project site, have impacted the site for several decades, Road kills and illegal collecting may have
vontributed to the apparent elimination of the tortoise from the project site. For purposes of this EIR,
the desent tortoise will be considered extirpated from the site,

Coachella Valley Ground Squirrel: Federal Candidate Species

The Coachella Valley Ground Squirrel (CVGS, sometimes known as the Coschiella Valley Round-
tniled Ground Squirrel or the Palm Springs Ground Squirrel) is a federal candidate for listing as an
endangered or threatened species.’ The specics was found on site during the Comett Surveys.

According to the CYMSHCP, the CVGS is a subspecies of the round-tailed ground sequirrel that
eccurs in the Coachells Valley associated with gandy substrates. Within the CVMSHCP area, the
current and historical distribution for the CVGS 15 from San Gorgonio Pass to the Salton Sea
(Grinneil and Dixon 1918).

According to the most recent USFWS renewsl of the CVGS Candidate Status, this small ground
squirrel typically is associated with sand ficlds and dune formations (Bradley and Deacon 1971),
although it does mot require active blow sand areas. It seems to prefer areas where hummogks of sand
accumulate at the base of Targe shrubs that provide burrow sites and adequate cover (Grinnell and
Dixon 1918, C. Barrows pess. comm.), Various authors have referred to the use of mesquite habitat
by round-tailed ground squirrels (Allen 1395, Elliot 1904, Grinnell and Dixon 1918, Vorhies 1945,
Drabek 1973, Dunford 1975), Although nomenical data were not presented, McDonald (1999)
reported relatively high densities of CVGS in a mesguite hummock and active sand ficid habitat at the
east end of the Indio Hills, In surveys for the CVMSHCP, Dodsro (1995) reported observing this
squirrel at Willow Hole in the central portion of the dunc as well as at the southem periphery, at the
edges of mesquite clumps, He also reported that these squirrcls are most abundant at Willow Hole in
the dune area where the transition from desert dune to Sonoran ¢reosote scrub takes place. Barrows
(2001) suggests that they are most sbundant in more mesic sand dune habitats, ofton associate with
mesquite hummocks, They may also be fomd in areas where sandy substrates ocour in creosote bush
scrub and desert saltbush or desert sink scrb that supports herbaceous growth. In addition to wind
blown sand habitats, they may occur in areas of more coarse sands associated with washes. According
to Mark Fisher of the University of California Deep Canyon Desert Ressarch Center, the squirrels
used 1o occur on this reserve in sandy patches associated with washes and was repotted from 1979 to
1984 (sec known locations data for this species). He indicated that they have not been observed in the
Deep Canyon atca since the 1980s, when the sandy substrates were removed by a large flood event

and have not been restored.
! http: Yecos v goy/daoseandlopms pdUrB/AGEL VOI.pdl
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According to the CVMSHCP, the CVGS accurs in relatively high density in these areas:

s Snow Creck (large population)

+ Near Cabazon .

» The Whitewater river channel north and west of Palm Springs, including the Whitewater River
Floodplain Preserve

= Along the [lower] Mission Creek wash and likely occurs in suitable habitat in the southern parts
of Desert Hot Springs

» The Edom Hill-Witlow Hole Preserve/ACEC, described ag high quality for this species (Dodero
1995); many individuals observed there during surveys for the CVMSHCP.

«  On the dunes of the Coachella Valley Preserve, in good numbers; also common on the sand dunes
at the east end of the Indio Hiils

Projects that the EIR authors have worked on where the CVGS was identified include:

+ StoneRidge Specific Plan (now Skybome) approximately 2.0 miles south of the project site,
+ Indian Avenue/1-10 interchange

This species has been observed crossing two and four-lane roads; in high traffic areas, however, roads
within switable habitat could increase mortality significantly,

The Comett Surveys found the species on the site in the locations shown in Fig. 4.3-3, The
CVMSHCP does not identify this species on the site.

According to the Federal Register, dated May 11, 2005, the USFWS may reconsider the actual
taxonomy of this species:

A recent axonomic study that examined the morphology of this subspeciss [CVGS] as well
as those of adjacent populations of another subspecies (5. ¢ tereficaudus) revegled thet the
original ¢lassification of this subspecics may be in question. Pelage (hair) color was found to
be different among the two subspecies. In addition, this study also discovered that putative S,
L. tereticaudus populations in Death Valley, the westemn central region of the Mojave Desert,
and Borrego Valley were more similar in pelage color to S. £. chlorus in the Coachella Valley
than other 5. 1. fereticaudus populations from the Colorado River region of eastern Imperial
and Riverside Countics. We [USFWS] are awaiting peer review of this repont before we take
action to reconsider whether this subspecies is valid, In the meantime, we are scckin§ funding
to pursue a penetic study that will determine this species’ taxonomy bascd on DNA.

Mr. James Comnett, the project biologist, has also disputed whether CVGS is actually a valid sub-
species {pers. Communication, James Comett, 2006). Notwithstanding the above, for purposes of this
EIR, impacts to the CVGS will be considered adverse. There is no cetablished standard mitigation for
CVGS other than participation in the funding of preserve sites.

+ hitp://www, fws. gov/cadasugered/candidates/2005, CNOR201 1 Mav0$% 20T R. pdf
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The California Department of Transportation recently funded the acquisition by CVAG of
approximately 1,300 acres of habitat in Sky Valley designated for preservation of the Coachella
Valley fringe-toed lizard, the PSPM, and the CVGS. The CVMSHCP was not approved; therefore
the kands are expected to fall under the control of CDFG. :

Please refer to the mitigation scction below for a discussion of mitigation measures.

Palm Springs Pocket Mouse; Californla Species of Special Concern
The Palm Springs pocket mouse (PSPM) is a California Species of Special Concern (S5C)and a
target species of the CVMSHCP, The PSPM has no federal status,

According to the CYMSHCP, the Palm Springs pocket mouse is one of seven subspecies of
Perognathus longimembris, the "silky pocket mice” that occur in soutkern California, The species ig
the smallest of the heteromyidae family, which also includes kangaroo rats, kangaroo mice, and spiny
pocketmice. The PSPM was originally described by Mearns (1898) with the tvpe locality in Palm
Spritigs. This subspecies occurs in the lower Sonaran life zone from the San Corgonio Pass area cast
to the Lintle San Bemnardino Mountains and south along the eastem edge of the Peninsular Range 1o
Borrego Valley and the east side of San Felipe Narows (Hall 198 1}. There is no evidence that this
subspcoies’ range is different than what has been described in the past (Dodd 1996), although its
habitat has been greatly reduced by urbanization and agriculture in the Coschella Valley,

The PSPM is kmown to hybridize with the Los Angeles pocket mouse (P.1, brevinasus) along its
westem boundary, Hybridization also occurs, although the exient is not known, with other subspecies,
the Jacumba pocket mouse (P, 1. internationalis) to the south, and little pocket mouse @1
longimembris) to the north, Mr. James Cornett, the project biologist, has expressed skepticism that the
PSPM actually qualifies as scparate subspecies.

Generally, PSPM habitat is described as having level to gently sloping topography, gparse 10
moderaic vegetative cover, and loosely packed of sandy soils. The species was found broadly
distributed in the Plan area on slopes manging from 0% to approximately 15%, The CVMSHCP area
contains the major portion of the range of this species, including the wester, northern, and eastemn
limits of the species' range. The southern boundary of the range extends out of the CVMSHCP area
into Imperial, and Sen Diego countics. The species occurs on four existing preserves: the Coachella
Valley Preserve, the Whitewater River Floodplain Preserve, the Caltrans I-10 Interchange
Improvements Mitigation Bank, and the Willow Hole-Edom Hil! Preserve/ACEC,

Acgording to the survey results of Shanas Dodd in 1995 and 1999 (Dodd 1996, 1999) the highest
densities of this pocket mouse occur at the westem end of the CVMSHCP area, with lower densities
ocenrring further ¢ast, Her live trapping data, indicate that this species is most abundant throughout
the Snow Creek to Windy Point arca. She describes the Palm Springs pocket monse as moderalely
obundan{ in the Highway 62/Mission Creek area (emphasiz added), where the species is not corrently
protected. Considerable unprotected habitat also occurs adjacent to the Willow Hols Preserve; Dodd
(1996) describes the density of this species at Willow Hole ag moderste.

The PSPM was observed on-site during the Comett Surveys in the locations shown in Table 4.3-F,
On May 19, 2006, the Sierra Club and the Center for Biological Diversity requested the Secretaty of
Intcrior to list the Palm Springs pocket mouse as an endangered species. Such a request Joes not
sutomatically grant such status to the PSPM; the actal listing process is shawn on the USFWS web
site.
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The California Department of Transportation recently funded the acquisition by CVAG of
approximately 1,300 acres of habitat in Sky Valley designated for preservation of the Coachella
Vallcy fringe-toed lizard, the PSPM, and the CVGS, The CYMSHCP was not approved; therefore
the lands are expected to fall under the control of CDFG. :

Burrowing Owl, Loggerhead Shrike and LeConte’s Thrasher: California Species of Special
Concern

CDFG and USFWS have expressed concem regarding the status of three hird gpecies observed on the
Palmwood SP project site: the burrowing owl, loggerhead shrike, and LeConte's thrasher. The birds
were observed flying over the site, but no nests were detected during the surveys,

Standard mitigetion applicd to other projects in the area include pre-construction surveys for nesting
birds and avoidance or passive relocation of such birds afier nesting. The applicant shall acquire 6.5
acres for every pair (or solitary) owl found on the projest site, The applicant shall acquire one acre for
every pair (or solitary) Le Conte’s thrasher or loggerhead shrike found on the project site.

Nelson'’s Blg Horn Sheep: California Fully Protected Species

Droppings and one observation of Nelson's Bighorn Sheep (NBS) were tecorded daring the field
surveys, in the mountainous northeast comer of the project site, The Stats classifies NBS as fully
protected,

For purposes of this EIR, impacts to NBS will be considered adverse. Standard mitigation measures
will include avoidance of NBS habitat.

The following table summarizes the special status species that may be affected by the project:

Table 4.3-C; Special Status Animal Species Possibly Affected by the Project

Species Status CVMSHCP Status
Coacheila Vallay pround squirrel Federal candidate Target Spocics
Palm Springs pockst monss CA 8SC Target Specics
Burrowing owl CA $5C Tamget Specios
Loggerhead shoike CA S8C Tazpet Specics
LeConte™s thrasher CA 55C Targel Specicn
Nelson's Big Hom sheep CA fully protectod specica Not Addressed

Source: LSA Associaies, Ine, 2006, Comett 2005, and CVYMSHCP, 2006

4.3.1.5 Riparian Resources

The watetcourses on the Palmwood SP project site are shown on Figure 4.3-5, There are no identified
riparian habitars on the project site. The dminage conrses that cross the project site do not qualify as’
wetlands, The City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan does not identify the Palwood SP project
site as containing any locally designated nstura! plant communities. There are no protected wetlands,
verial pools, marshes, or coastal bodies of watet in the City of Desert Hot Springs or on the project
site,

4.3.1.6 Waters of the United States and Watery of the State of California

There are no naturally-occurring springs or pétmanent aquatic habitars on or near the Palmwood SP
and Outparcels project site, United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps show five blue-line
streams within the boundary of the project site (Figaré 4.3-5), The most biclogically significant
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washes, however, are Dry Morongo Wash and Big Morongo Wash though only the former wash is
shown as a blue-tine watercourse, Thase two washes support well-developed wagh vegetation,

The Druft Jurisdictional Delineation Map for the Palmwood SP praject site indicates the following on
the projeet site:

* United States Asmy Corps of Engineers jurisdictional area: 4.36 acres
*»  California Department of Fish and Game jurisdictional asea; 67.97 asres
* Regional Water Quality Control Board Jurisdictional arca: 4.85 acres
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4.3.1.7 Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan

Incorporated cities in the Coachella Valley, along with Riverside County, are members of the
Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG). Since 1994, CVAG has been coordinaring
the development of a Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan for the entire Coachella Valley and
sumrounding mountains to address current and potential future State and federal Endangered Species
Acts (ESAS) issues in the Plan ares. The Coachells Valley Muitiple Species Hebitat Conservation
Plan (CVMSHCP) is anticipated to meet the intent of the Namral Community Conservation Planning
(NCCP) Act as well as the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and the Federal Endangered
Species Act (FESA). The status of the plan was discussed above, in Section 4.2, Land {se and

Planning.

The proposed finai CYMSHCP was approved by the CVAG Board of Directors in February 2006,
Final approval of the Plan required the unanimous support of the cities in the Valley, along with the
other sponsoring agencies. However, the City of Desert Hot Springa City Council voted 3-2 to reject
the Plan, based in part on the Plan’s inconsistency with Palmwood and other proposed developments,
as well as the fact that the plan created two undevelopable corridors through the center of the City. As
such, the plan was not approved by the Yune 1, 2006 date,

The CVAG Board has announced plans to recirculate a revised version of the plan that excludes areas
within the City of Desert Hot Springs. If the City hag annexed the Palmwood Ares by the time the
plan is approved, it is assumed that the Palmwood Area would be excluded fiom the revised plan.

At present, the Plan seeks to protect the 27 specics listed in Table 4.3-D, which inclnde six species
found on the Palmwood SP project site. The species found on the Palmwood SP project site are noted
by au asterizk {*),

Table 4.3-D: Species Proposed to be Protected by the CVMSHCP

Species Statug

Coachella Valley milkvetch Fodernl endangered
Tople-ribbad mitkvetch Federal endamgered

Litlc Sz Bermardino Mountsiny finanthus{*) Species of concarn

Mecca aster . No officint status
Orocopig sags Species of £pecial concern
Coachells Valley giant sand treader ericket Species of concem
Conchiells Valley Jerusalom oricket WNo official statng

Lo sl
AT

[ Desotpupind ) S ond ot codangerod ]
! |

SVHprlEeete

i i
T N [T T T ———
i H

R ¥ 4
: Desart tortoisa Stats and foders| threatened
Coachellz Vallsy fringe-toed lizard ; State endangered and fadopd threstened

Flot-tailed bomed lizard Species of special conomm
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Species Status

Burrowing ow) (*) Specios of speciaf concemn

California Wack rail Stae threatened/State fully protected

Criszal thrsher (*) Species of special concern

Le Conte's thrasher (*) Specics of special concem

Gray vireo Speciss of spesial concem

Yuma clapper mil Fedoral endangered/State threatened/Sinte fully protected
Least Bell’s vicea Stete and federsf endangsred

Scuthwestern willow fycatcher Statc and federaf endapgemed

Summer tanagor Species of spocial concert

Yellow warbler Spexies of special concery

Yellow-breasted chat Species of special concam

Peainsular bighom sheep Federally cndengered/State threatoned/State fully protected
Palm Springs pocket mouss (*) Speooies of special conpern

Coachella Vallay round-wiled ground squirrel () Species of special concern

Southern yellow bat Species of special concemn

{*) species Tound on the Palmwood $P project sito.
Source: Final Draft CVMSHCP, Scction 9 (2005),

4.3.2 Thresholds of Significance

According to Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, a project may have a significant adverse effect on

biological resources if it will;

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on Y
spectes identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional

&)

<

L/

€
H

plans, policies, or regulations, ar by the CDFG or the USFWS

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, and regulotions or by the CDFG or
the USFWS

Have a substontiol adverse effect on federally protected wetlands as defined by Section 404
of the Clean Water Act (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling, hydrological inferruption, or other means

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlifs
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use
of native wildlife nursery sites

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted HCP, NCCP, or other approved local, regional, or
state HCP

Project actions are also evaluated in terms of impacts to species that do not fafl into one of the above
cate gories, but that are protected by Stute or federal regulations. Most often, such cases involve nests
of birds such as the burrowing ow] that are not rarc but are protected under the Federal Migratory
Bird Treaty Act and the Califormnia Fish and Game Code nevertheless.
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433 Project Impacts

Areas proposed for grading on the Palmwood SP are shown in Figure 4,3-6, For tho Outparcels, it is
assumed that all areas will be graded except areas shown as floodway and areas within the Colorado
River Aqueduct. The following table summarizes the impacts of project grading and development:

Table 4.3-E: Impacts of Grading and Development on Project Area

Habitat Type Arcas Graded Specics Potentially Affected
Sonotan Creosote Bush Sorub Approximatcly 940 scres PSPM, CVGS,

Mojava Desort Wash Scrub Approximataly 50 scyes PSPM, CVGS, Linanthus

Waters of the U3 < 5 acres Linapthus

Whaters of the State < 68 acres Ligsnthus

Sovrce: LSA Associates, fac., 2006

4.3.3.1 Vegetation and Plant Communities.

The proposed project will result in the removal of spproximately 900 acrés of the Sonoran creosote
scrub habitat on the site, including the native plant and enimal species that currently use this habitat.
According to the project biologist, Mr. James Comett, Sonoran creosote scrub habitat is widespread
in the desert regions of Califoruis, Therefore, the loss of this habitat on the project site does not

8 constitute @ significant adverse impact to the continued existence of this plant community.

The proposed Palmwood SP project has the potential to remove some Mojave Desert Wash Scrub
habitat on the project site, including Big Morongo Canyon Wash and Mission Creek. However, the
site plan for the SP and the zoning for Outparcels indicates that most of the Mojave Desert Wash
habitat will be undisturbed. Although Mojave Desert Wash habitat is widespread in the California
deserts, the State and federal governments may require a Section 404 permit (federal) and a Section
1603 Streambed Alteration Agrecment (1603) if the Palmwaod SP project and/or the Cutparcels
prajects result in modification of watercourscs on the project site. Therefore, because the proposed
project could result direct affects on watercourses on the site and may require 2 SAA, the proposed
project could result in an adverse impact on one or more of the watercourses and associated habitaty
on the project site.

Project construction-related clearance of vegetation in high firc hazard aress will create fire breaks
through the elimination of potential fire fuel. This mitigates off-site: fire impacts. '
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4.3.3.2 Threatened and Endangered Plant Species

According to the biological snrveys, no endangered or threatened plant species were found on the site.
One endangered plant species, the triplo-ribbed milkvetch, was identified in the CYMSHCP on the
site, but not found in site surveys.

The federally endangered triple-ribbed milk veich hag been found in similar habitats in the past and
the CVMSHCP lists it as potentiaily occurring on the site. However, two years of surveys by the
project biologist have not identified individuals of this species on the site: therefore it is concluded
that the plant docs not presently occur, This species is afforded some protection in the proposed site
plan for the Palmwood SP project, which indicates that Mission Creck and Big Moronpgo Wash will
be largely undisturbed by the proposed project.

4.3.33 Special Interest Plant Species

The Little San Bernardine Mountains linanthus, a State species of spreial concern and listed by the

CNPS as threatened, occurs on and in the immediate vicinity of the project site. In past years, this

plant has been found at the mouth of Dry Morongo Wash and in Big Morongo Canyon; the current
. ite surveys found the plant m two locations in Big Morongo Wash.

Note that the plant i not considered threatened or endangered by the federal and State resource
agencies with junisdiction over the site. However, CEQA allows for impacts to “rare™ gpecics to be
congidered adverse, and impacts will be considered in that light,

Scicatists axe not sure of the exact extent of linanthus habitat on the site. The site surveys and
previous documentsd findings show the plant as existing along the edge of the washes, and the plant’s
biology indicates that the washes are its preferred habitat. However, the Dyaft CVMSHCP identifies

= virtually the entire Palmwsod SP site outside of the foothills as linanthus habitat: the plan also
indicates that information regarding the plaut is scarce. It may be possible that the plent conld grow
outside the Misston Creek, Dry Morongo Wash and Big Morongo Wash; however, such evidence has
not been presented to the EIR preparers. For purposes of this analysis, the limmthus habitat wili be
considered limited to the CDFG jurisdiction along the threc washes. It is acknowledged that the
CVMSHCP cansiders 5 broader part of the project to be linanthuy habitat. Under the EIR aseamption
of the habitat extent, the praject will effect approximately 416 acres of CDFG habitat, and therefore
linanthus habitat, The number of acres impacted is overstated as it includes sections of the wash
outside the project aren; the Palmwood SP project will be avoiding some of the wash areas so the
acreage number may be less.

4.3.3.4 Threatened and Endangered Animal Speciey

No threatened or endangered gnimal species other than Nelson’s Big Hom Sheep were found on the
site; the CVMSHCP identifies the site as potential Diesert Tortoise habitat, but no animals were found
on the site (see discussion above). However, because Tortoises are mobile and could enter the site, a
Tortoise clearing survey will ensure that there are no impacts to Desert Tortoises during prading,

The project site does not contain suitable habitat for the CYFTL. The project site is outside the

required mitigation fee area for the threatened Coachella Valley fringe-toed lizard, Therefore, no
payment of mandatory feeg to the Comnty of Riverside is required as mitigation for this species.
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4335 Sensitive Animal Species
The following special status animal species wers identified on the gite;

Table 4.3-F: Special-Status Animals Identified on Project Site

Species Status CVMSBCP Status | Impacts
Coachella Valley grornd squinel Fedora] candidate Target species Losz of individuals,
Jozs of habital.)
Palm Springs pocket mouse CA SSC Targat spocies Loss of individunlg,
loss of habitat (Golf
Course may provide
halxitat)
Burrowing owl CAS5C Taget meciesy Impects on breeding
Loggerhead shrile CASSC Taigel apeeies Imnpacts on breeding
LeContc's thrasher CASSC Tanget spkcica Immets on breedin
Nelzon's Big Hom shoop CA fully protected specics | Not addressed

4.3.3.6 Waters of the United States and the State
The streambeds (dry washes) on the project sile may be altered during the construction of the road

crossings and other project features such as recreational fa
anticipated to be required from the State, While most of

Morongo Wash and the Big Mororgo Wash, additional

activities and minot roadway crossings outside these m:
wetlands on the project site, the proposed Palmwood S

wetlands. Figure 4,3-7 shows the preserved drainages,

cilities, and Section 1603 permits are

the jurizdictional ereas are in the Dry
pexmits may be necessary related to grading
gjor washes. As there are no designated

P project will not resnlt in adverse impacts on
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4.3.3.7 Coachella Valley Multiple Species Flabitat Conservation Plan

At the time the EIR was prepared, the CVMSHCP was not adopted and the approval of any revised
plan is speculative. Parts of the Palmwood 8§ project site lie inside areas that were propoaed for
conservation as described in the deaft CVMSHCP. The following able compares the CYMSHCP
Conservation Objectives for the Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area:

Table 4,3-G: CYMSHCP Conservation Objectives—Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo

Canyon Conservation Area

Conserve at least 987 otres of com habisat for the Little San
Besmardico Mountnins linanthuy jn the Desert Hot Springs
postion of the aven and at least 966 acres in the Riverside
County portion, including the hydralogic processes upon
which the plant depends.

The project biologist doutts thet most of this area is actun)
linanthus hebitat, If the linanthus hebitat iz |imited ko the
delincated CDFC streambed apeas within the project,
cstinated fmpects arc Limited to approximatoly 68 acres,
including streambed area in tho Outparcels and wash ara
south of the project site.

Conscrve at teast 426 aores of core habitt for the taple-
ribbed milkvetch in e Riverside County portion of the area
and atlenst 7.744 acres in the Riverside County portion,
Protsct individual 1ortoises within the arca when allowed
development doss oocur.

No triple-fibbed mitkvetch was found in the project surveys,
However, the milkveteh is associated with the sdges of the
streambeds, which are federally protected undec the Section
404 program,

Conzerve at least 2,278 acres of core habitat for desert
tortoise in the Desart Hot Springs pottion of the ares and ot
leust 7,744 zcres in the Riverside County porton. Proteot
individual Tortoizes within the aren when allowed
development dooy ocour,

No evidence of |ive desert tortvise was found,
Two shell fragments were found.

Conserve at Izast 1,100 scres in the Riversde County
portion of 1,201 acres of cors habitet for the Palm Springa
pocket mouse

Excopt for the streambed areas, the ideotfied habitat for the
PSPM will be taken, spproximately 600-700 ectea of core
habimtl,

Maintain potential habital connectivity betwsen core hatxtat
in the Upper Mission Crecl/Big Morongo Camyon
Conservation Area and the Willow Hole Conservation Area
Minimize fragmentation and human disturbance of. and
edge offects 1o, the habitat cormectivity arca nlong Moronge
Wash fom any development allowed within the

sonscrvabion ama,

The projeot prosorven soms level of habitat connestivity
along the Mision Creck and Big Morongo Washes,
However, human habitation along the wash edges will
reduce conncctivity, the bridping of Indizn Avenue over Big
Morongo Wash will tmgrove connectivity, where species
must today cross the roadway et grade.

Conserve at Jeast 6,438 acres in the Riverside County -

portion sybject to natural crosion proccascs,

More thaut 500 acrer of hillside aren sand source area is
preserved, :

Conserve at [cast 1,435 sores in the Riverside County
portion to maintein the current capeoity for finvial sand
transport in Mission Creek and Morongo Wash.

_According (o Tetra-Tech, the project engincer, the current

capacity Ior wnd-flow will be maimiained,

The proposed Palmwood SP project includes Land Use Adjacency Guidelines to avoid or minimize
indirect effects from development adjacent to or within the snticipated conservation areas as currently

shown in the draft CYMSHCP.

4.5.3.8 Indirect Impacts

The proposed Palnwood SP project may result in indirect adverse impacts on the surrounding native
biota. For example, the development of the project site will result in some interruption of the

movement of native plant and animal species to and from adjacent lands. Residential and commereial
development patterns as proposcd will affect species movements that would otherwige travel through
or across wash areas undeterred. The project is also anticipated to result in increascd vehicular traffic
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and noise levels, light poilution, and the introduction and dispersa! of exotic and invasive plant
species into the region. All these have the potential to affect and potentially modify the diversity and
density of native plants and animals in the areas immediatcly surrounding the project site.

The occupation of the project will likely inciude the addition of domestic animals, including dogs and
cats, which can kill or unduly stress wildlifc by barking and giving chase. Domestic cats can decimate
small animal populations on which larger wild animals prey.

4.34 Summary of Impacts

The proposed Palmwood SP project may tesult in the following patentially adverse effects on
biological resources. The associated mitigation measures are included in the same table. Additionat
impacts and mitigation measures follow the table.

IMPACT BIO-1 | MM BIO.13: Biologist to review Snal plans 10 ens

The proposed Palmwood SP project may cause adverss requircments prior to City review of final project plans.
stfece on babitats during construction. Such impacty
canld adverscly impaot candidate spesics, sensitive
specics or their habitats, MM BIO-Ab: All aras outsida of the projest footprint
will Yo dolincated 8y Environmentslly Sensitive Arsas
{ESAs). All partios iovolved in tho proposed project will
strictly avoid these arens, No comtrootion sctivities,
materials, or equipmont will be permitied in the ESAs,
These nreas mugt be placed on the design plans and
incladed in the cormtruction contmot.

ESAxs will be designated by erecting protective Fencing
delincating the project impact boundary and sensitive
hakits. This barrier fencing will ba constructad in such a
way a3 to restrict the movemneht of teptilos inlo impacted
areas.

Tho project propaneot will designate a qualified biologist
1o be respongble for oversecing compliance with
protective measures for the listed apecics, The biologist
will have the authority to halt alf associated project
activitics that may bo in violation of this biological
asscasment. In such an event, the biotogist will.contact the
U.S, Fizh & Wildlife Scrvice (USFWS) within 24 houre.
The biologiz will monitor construction to ensure that
vegotation remaoval, Best Management Practices (BMP3),
ESA fencing, and all avoidance and minimizstion '
meazsures are proparly constructed and followed.

Conziruction work areas will be delisested and marked
elearly in the feld prior to habiist removal, and the
marked boundarics mainteined and oleady visible to
personnst on foot acd by heavy equipment operators.
Employees will stricily fimit their activitios and vehicles
ta the proposed project aceas, staging areas, and poutes of
travel. The project propenent snd/or the bislogical
meonitor witl contect the USFWS to verify that the limits -
of construciion have been propedy staked snd sre redily
identifinble,
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IMPACTS

MITIGATION MEASURES

. Wy

IMPACT BIO-2

Al egnipment maintenance, staging, and dispensing of
fuel, oil, sndor any other like activitics, will cocor in
designated upland arcar. The dssigmated upland sreas will
be locatsd in such o manmor as to proven; any runoff from
enlering weters of the United States, including wetlands.

No off-rond vehicle activity by construction persatnel or
other persons affiliated with the project vall oscur outsida
of the project footprint,

o peta or fircarms will bs permitted inside the project

Vehicle apecdy on unpaved asoesa roads will be restricted
o maxitwm 25 MPH.

MM BIO 1 Open Space shall be deed-resmricted s non-
buildable permancnt open spase andfor dadicated ty sy
appropriate pablic or conservation agency.

MM BIQ-18: The projeot proponcnt will designate &
qualified biclogist who will be responsite for oversesing
contplianco with protective measures for the listed
species. The biclogist will have the autharity w halt al)
asaociated projest activitios that may be in violation of
this biological assessment. In such an svent, tha biologist
will contsct the U.S. Fish & Wildlfe Servics (USFWS)
within 24 hours, The biclogist will monitor construction
W0 cnsure that vegezation removal, Best Ménsgemom
Practices (BMP3), EBA fencing, and all avoidance and
minimization measures are pivperdy constructed and
followed.

MM BIO-1e: Construclion work sean witl he delinsated
atd marked cloarly in 1he ficld prior to habitet removal,
sad the marked boundaries maintained and clearly visible
1o personuel on foot and by heavy squipment operators,
Employeea will stricdy linit thoir zotivitics and vehiclos
1o the proposed project aroas, staging areas, and noutes of
travel. The project proponent and/or the biological
monitor will oonract the USFWS to verify that the limits
of consiruciion heve been properly staked and tre readily
1dentfiable,

MM BIO-11: All equiptient maintenance, staging, and
dispsnsing of ficl, oil, and/or any other like activitics,
will occur in designatad upland areas. The dagignated
uplind arcas will be located in such a manner as Io
prevent any mnoff from entering waters of the Unjied
States, inoluding werdands,

MM BIO-1g No offroed vehicle activity by
construction personnef or other perzons affitiated with the
project will aosur outside of the project foutysint.

MM BiO-1h: No pets or fircarms will be penmitted inside
the poject during construction.

MM BIO-1i: Vehicla spoeds on unpaved soccas mads

will bo restrioted to maxinien 25 MPH.

Ak gediE s
MM BIO-2: Prior 10
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applicant shall submit proof of having conducied a

The proposed Palmwood SP project may resultin edverse | Desert Tortoige clearing survey and construct a tortoise-
fmpacts to the habitat of the following listed species: proof fence around the project site during grading. A
quafificd tortoise monitor shall be ontite during grading.

Desert Tortolse
Mitigstion Mensures BIO-1b alzs reduces potential
(Although no individunls were found on the project site, impacis to this spacies,

the mobile species may relocate to the site prior to )
comstruction.)

IMPACT B10-3 MM BIO-3a: Prior to approval of o grading pemit for
each tentative map, the occupicd habitat for the CVGS
The proposed project may adversely affect the following | shall be mapped to an sscuracy of ons sore. The

candidaté species. applicant shall pay a mitigution fee of $600 for cach
occupied zere f0 the Center for Natural Lands

Coachella Vallcy gronnd syuirre] (CVGS) Managoment. The basia Lor the $600/scre fee is that the
Coschella Vulley Pringe-Toed Lizard Habitat

Domestic dogs and cats sre o particular threat to thiz Conservation Plan Steering Committee (chaired by the

Bpecics, Nature Conservancy) camblished $600/acre as the

mitigation fec for the Conchella Valloy Fringe-Tocd
Lizard in 1985, While oo such fee hag been sstablished
for impacts w the CVGS, the xame foe 18 proposed for
the CVGS because both specics ar verisbrates,
MM BIO-3b: Prior to the issuance of any Certificates of
Uas and Oceupancy (including models) tha Dircctor of
Community Development of the City of Desert Hot
Springs will ensure that proposed Conditicns, Covenants
and Regtrictions (CC&Rs) for the Prlmwood SF project
residents and tenants include the following statement or
its functiona! equivalent: .
Unrestrained dogs, cats snd other domestic pets
can kil or unduly siress wildlifo by barking,
giving chase or compeling for food sources,
Domestic animals should be kept indoors or on
{2ashes a1 all imes, Dogg may be allowsd vidoors
only within seturod forced yards or on a lessh,
Domestic cats shall bo kept indoors at all times a3
they can escape over mosl fences, The City of
DPesert Hot Springs sad the Board of Directors of
ths Homeowners Aszovintion shall be empowered
to cnforce this regulation.

MM BIO-4a: The app prescrve at leagt 90%
of the existing mainline sreambeds of Mission Creek
The propozed project mey sdversely affect the following | and Big Morongo Wash, or & minimum of 61,2 acres, as
sensitive, or special statux species; delinested in both the Corps delinestion and the CO¥G

Listie Sant Bernardino linanthas delincation in their untural vondition.

IMPACT BiO-4a
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TMPACT Bl0O-4b MM BI10-gh: Prior to approvel of 8 grading permit for
" ¢ cach lontative map, the occupicd habitat for the PSPM
The proposed project may sdversely sffect the following shall be mapped 1o an sccursoy of one scre: The

apectes: spplicant shall pay e mitigation foc of $600 for each
Palm Springs pocket mouse ocoupiod soro to the Centor for Natural Lands

: . 1 Maunagement. Tho basis for the S600/scre fee i3 thet the
Dom_osuc dogx and caig arc & particular threat m this Coschella Velley Fringe-Toed Lizard Habitat
Shesish Conservation Plan Sweering Committec (chaired by the

Nature Congervancy) nstablished $600/acre a5 the
mitigation fee for the Coachella Valley Fringe-Toed
Lizard in 19895, Whils no suoh foe hag been extablished
for irapacts to the PSPM, the seme fee is proposed for
the CVGE becauss both specics are vertebrates, Noto:
Habstat occupied by both the CVGS and the PSPM shall
not reqaire duplicats feos.

Mitigation Moamsres 1h and 3b also reduce the extent of
impacts to this specios.

IMPACT BIO 4¢ MM BIO-dc: Tmmediately prior to the issusnce of any
greding permit, the applicant shall completa, 1o the
The proposed project may adversaly affect the following | satisfaction of the City of Desert Hot Sptings Planning

bizd species: Director, a survey for nosting siles of these thres bird
gpesicy, Any nests found will be avoided or refocated
Le Conte's thmoher after the vosting perivd and sccording to CDFG
Burrewing owl applicable protocol,
Loggerhead shrike .
Mitigation Mossures 1b, 3a 3b, 4s, 4b and 4c alsa
reduce impaocts to those bird species,
BIO 44 (Potential Impact) MM BIO.44: Poteatial impacts to tha Nelson's Big
. Hom sheop are mitigated by design through the
Nelson's Big Homn sheep avoidanee of amry development within the area nearcst

the single sheap sighting.

IMPACT BIO -5 MM BIO-8s

Prior to approval of Cortificates of Use and Oceupancy
(including models), the project applicant will prepaye,
and the Directar of Community Dovolopntent of the
City of Degert Hot Springs will review and approve, an
wducational brochure that describes the sensitive nature
of indigeaous plants, snimals and scosystems on and
sdjacent to the Palmwood SP project site, This brochure
will be provided to il cmployees, rosidents, end visivors

Development of the project site may potentinlly allow
for invasive non-native speciet to invade prosorved
arcas

on the Patrawood SP project mte.
n addition, a list of pon-pative invasi jeg shell be
red and 1dentificd as a * 1" list. Thix Jist
will be insluded with the list of native specics pnd will
s b included i the brock
MM BIO-5b

Wherever possible, the applicant ahall utilize plant
species natjvo o the Coschelin Valley in landscaped
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IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES

arcas, The use of native plant specics helps maintain a
food and cover base for indigenous animal specicy,
panticularly birds, that cannot utilize exotic plants for
Gover or food.

Prior to the approval of 3 Master Landseape Plan, the
Director of Community Developmant of the City of
Desert Hot Springs will review the Plan to sosurs that
lsndseaped community and cottmton sreas use native
plant specios. Prior to submittiag the Master Landseape
[Plan, the Project Biologist shall roview the plan.

IMPACT BI1O-6 MM BIO-6a

The night lighting of stests, yerds, and recreatiop areas | Prior tn the approval of any building permits, the

can be expected to penetrite beyond the projeot sits Director of Community Development of the City of
boundarics and into surmounding natural acens. Deaert Hot Springs will review building plans to ensure
Unnatora} lighting can interfere with the nocturnal that ousdoor project lighting is misimized consistent
activity of snimals in these sreas, with public tafety needs and direcied at ths grouad and

away from adjacent native, undeveloped areas, By
directing lighting toward the ground and away from
netive sroas, nighttime glars end light sources and
potential adverse impacts to nocturnal specics will be
minimized.

MM BIO 6b

Developrent withity the project shall comply with the
City’s edopeed outdoor lighting standsrds as specified in
Seaction 159.20.030 of the Desert Hot Springs Municipal
Zoning Code, Lighting plans (architectural, lendscape,
parking lot, roadway or security) indicating propased
lighting levels and methods to minimize fmpant on
odjacent propartias shall ba reviewed end approved by the
City prior to instellation. Modification, alteration, or
addition lo any approved Yighting shall not be undertaken
without the City’s epproval.

MM BI10-6c

Exterior lighting shall he energy-officient and shicided or
recossed 2o that direct glare and reflections are contained
within the boundaries of the parcels, and it shall bs
directed downward and away From adjoining propertics
and public nght-of-way, No light spillage ento adjoining
properties or Bght of way amay shall be pormitted, A
photomeirdic sudy, demonstrating on-site containment of
all proposed lighting, shatl be provided.

IMPACT RIQ-7

preservation of 90% of the existing delinoatod
The project may affcct up to 5 sores of dolineated waters | streambeds,

of the United States and 68 acros of delincated watorz of
the Stats of California, MM O T
For sach acre of streambed affectzd by the projeot, the

spplicant shall cxpand the preserved streanbed at g 111
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mtio beyond the oxisting dolineation,
MM BIO 7h

Prior to the issuance of grading pormit that encroaches
within 50 fect of the conterling of the water cotirses on
the project site, the project applicant will subamit
svidence to the Director of Community Developmicnt of
the City of Desert Hot Springs that a Section 404 permit
bag been obtained from the Cotps, if raquited, and a
1602 Agreement has beer obtained from CDFG, if
required, snd that any mitipation required eoder the
Pemmit and Agreement will be properdy implemented
prior to and during project construction, and during
project eperations, 43 required by these agencies’
project permits.

MM B10-7c

All culverts, bridges, and assooiazed water-pazage
structures will be matntained so that water and sediment
may pass botwoen upstream and downttream fooations
without blocking the passage of wildlifa.

MM B10-74

BMPs in the vicinily of streams will be cmployed in
sccordance with the conditions in the 401 Water Quality
Ceniifiestion requircetents of the Regional Water Quality
Control Board and the requirement 10 prepare 2 SWPPP,

The SWPPP will also address weys on-site stormwater
reteation basins will be wsed to the greatest extont
practicel to enhance opportunities for groundwater
recharge, provide addinionsl open space and wildlife
habitat value, and reduos the necessity for and sosts
asaocizted with offesitc stormwater conveyance
facilitics.

MM BIO.7e

Prior to lentative Wract map approval, the projrot
biologist shall review maps to ensuse that imapacts in

wash areas comply with his‘her project undcrstanding,

435 Outparcel Impacts

The precise impacts of the Outparcels cannot be determined at this time because no formal site plan

has been submitted. However, impacts are likely to be proportionally similar to the Palmwood

project, with the loss of approximately 100 acres of Sonoran Desert Brush habitat, and preservation of

most of the Mojave Wash habitat. Impacts to sensitive species will be similar, and likely to be

potentiafly significant.

4.3.6 CEQA Level of Significance after Mitigation
Even with the implcmentation of the proposed mitigation measurcs, any loss of sensitive species

habitat is considered significant and should be carefully considered by the Cizy of Desert Hot Springs.

MM BIO-1 reduces this impact to the extent feasible under the nexus requirement, Impacts remain

significant and unavoidable,
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As required in Mitigation Measure BIO-2, educating employees, residents, and visitors about the
local ecalogy can reduce the potential for human activitics to destroy scasitive vegetation or harm
wildlife species.

The use of native plant species can provide habitat to local fauna and reduce the escape af exotic
plan{ species inlo surrounding native areas. Mitipation Measure BIO-3 reduces the likelihood that
exofic species will escape from the developed parts of the Palmwood SP project site and invade
otherwise native areas, on and off the project site.

Mitigation Measuge BIO-4 will limit light and glars impacts of the proposed Palmwood SP project
on noctmal species that depend on darkness for foraging and other activities,

Mitigation Measure BIO-5 will reduce the potential for adverse project impacts by limiting predation
of native species by domestic pets. By including the statement in Mitigation Measure BIO-5 in the
project CC&Rs, the Board of Direciors has the basis to control domestic animals within the
development and 1o minimize potential impacts after the construction of the project is completed
and the residential areas are occupied.

Mitigation measurc BIO-7 will ensure that patentisl impacts of the proposed Palmwood SP project on
water courses on the project site arc mitigated to the satisfaction of the responsible resource agencies.
Any needed permit/agreement may include additional muganon for listed and candidate species
which are dependent on the water courses.

Implementation of the mitigation measnres deseribed above will reduce the potential direct adverse
impacts of the proposed Palmwood SP project on biological resources but such impacts will remain
significant. However, the indirect effects of the proposed Palmwood SP project on these regources
will remain significant after mitigation becaunse these measures do siot fully avoid or climinate the
potential for effects regulting from human intrusion on native habitats, lighting impacts, increased
traffic impacts on local species, and impacts from domestic pets. These remaining impacts are
intrinsjc to the proposed project and cannot be reduced further without relocating the project outside
the Coachella Valley or placing infeasible limitations on foture residents such as hmitations on the
rumber of resident trips to nature areag, limitations on the number of vehicular trips by residents, and
preciuding the residents from owning domestic pets,
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